
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
WHAT IS WORDPRESS? 
WordPress is a free and open source blogging tool and a content management system (CMS) 
based on PHP and MySQL, which run on a web hosting service. Features include a plug-in 
architecture and a template system. WordPress is currently the most popular blogging system in 
use on the Web, powering millions websites worldwide. 
 
SHOULD I USE WORDPRESS? 
WordPress is extremely powerful, some might say too powerful. It depends on what you are 
looking to get out of it and what kind of usability you are looking for. 
WordPress has a great administrative editing system, with an interface similar to an email or 
Microsoft Word  
document. It has a excellent blogging platform, so if you intend to have a blog on your website, 
getting WordPress is practically your only option. If blogs are not your thing, then you might 
want to think your decision to use WordPress. 
 
MAJOR PROS  
• Backend editing is very straightforward 

and made so that anyone can do it with 
some practice and training. This is 
usually the biggest reason to get 
WordPress.  

• (see images of Dashboard below) 
• Top of the line blogging system 
• Thousands of available “Plugins” or 

applications that add certain features to 
your website 

• Multiple editors and themes 
• Widgets  
 

MAJOR CONS 
• Needs to be updated frequently to 

avoided outdated software errors and 
malfunctions 

• Must back up files, just in case website 
should crash, which especially with 
WordPress is always a possibility 

• With a more complex system, there are 
little tricks that you have to learn to keep 
things running smoothly 

• Often seen as overkill, especially if your 
website is simple with minimal content 
changes 

• Can be very costly to design and develop 
 
 
  



WordPress Dashboard – the main page of your backend editing system 
 

 
 
Adding a post to the blog or adding a new page (similar setup) 
 

 
 
 
  



NON-WORDPRESS EDITING (direct code) 
If you do not use WordPress, you will be editing something like this: 
 

 
 
The whole system can be very intimidating at first, but with simple directions, it can be very 
easy to edit text and make small changes to your website. This is optimal for websites that do not 
need a blog, and are not looking to make frequent and major changes to the content of their 
website. It can also be color-coded, which is often helpful to see what text is where and different 
elements that may need to be added. 
 

 


